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The age of Enlightenment was also an age of development of sporting and physical activities. This book studies 
the forms of sociability induced and defined by such activities in the eighteenth century. By bringing together 
archival work and textual analysis the book insists on the definitions and representations of sporting practices.

SPORTS AND SOCIABILITY 
IN BRITAIN IN THE LONG 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

K EY  F E AT U R E S
•  A new outlook on sporting clubs and societies in 
eighteenth century Britain.
• A collection of eleven essays which bring together 
archival work and textual analysis.
• An exciting approach to sport as a pastime and 
poetry writing, from Thomson to Keats.
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Caroline Bertonèche is Professor of British Literature 
at Université Grenoble Alpes. She has published 
several articles on Romantic poetry. She is the author 
of four monographs on John Keats. She is a Fellow the 
Royal Society of Arts, of the Royal Historical Society 
and an honorary President of the SERA (Société 
d’Études du Romantisme Anglais).

Alexis Tadié is professor of English Literature at 
Sorbonne Université, and Honorary Senior Research 
Fellow at the Institut Universitaire de France. He 
has held visiting research fellowships at various 
universities, including recently Durham University and 
Trinity College, Cambridge.
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An original perspective on sporting practices 
in Britain and transformations of sociability 
in the Enlightenment.


